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POINT BEACH STATE FOREST CCNCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN

Section 1 - Actions

Goal and QObjectives

1.

Goal: To protect the natural and scenic resources of Point Beach State Forest while providing
compatible public recreation and education opportunities.

Cbjectives:

a. Except in existing tree plantations, specially managed areas and for public safety, the forest
resources of Point Beach should be managed so that natural forces prevail.

b. Keep existing recreation and education facilities to provide 275,000 annual use-days, of which
50,000 are camper-days. A normal level of maintenance and replacement should be implemented.

¢. Continue to preserve and protect the two existing State Scientific Areas within the forest
according to the management guicelines provided by the Scientific Areas Preservation Council.

kKecommended Management and Development Program

This section describes the actions necessary for accomplisning the goal and objectives and impiementing
the recommended alternative.

1.

Land Acauisition (see Figure 2)

As of July 1, 1981, state ownership at Point Beach State Forest was 2,838.01 acres. Within the
proposed forest boundary about 230 acres of privately owned lands remain to be purchasad at an
estimated cost of $140,000 (1981 dollars). These private parcels will be acquired by patient
negotiation from willing sellers in accordance with Department land acquisition procedures.

One of these parcels is Light Station Rawley Point, a 9.56 acre site owned by the U.S. Coast
Guard. Such cwnership is a satisfactory arrangement, however, if the station or its grounds are
ever declared to be "surplus property" it would be in the state's best interest to acquire it.

It is proposed that 40 acres of state-owned land outside the boundary be sold or used for trading
purposes. The elimination of this land will result in a final acreage geal of 3,028.01 acres.

Management
a. Vegetation

The vegetation of the site - primarily forest should be managed in accord with objective "a."
in the goal and objectives statement. Natural forces should be allowed to prevail. Pine
plantations should be managed in a healthy vigorous condition with the ultimate goal to make
them more natural appearing. This will be accomplished through proper cutting practices to
eliminate the "block® effect.

In areas of Intensive Recreation Development the forest should be managed for esthetic quality
and public safety. In other words, no trees should be removed unless they are dead, diseased
or in the immadiate path of development.

Vegetative management in the two established Scientific Areas will be in accord with
recormendations of the Scientific Areas Preservation Council.

Two Resource Development areas are planned. One area is adjecent to Molash Creek and the
other is in the extreme north part of the property. The areas are aspen monotypes which
provide habitat for ruffed grouse and other wildlife. In order to perpetuate this condition a
partial harvest on a rotation basis should be implemented. The county forester and game
manager should coordinate this action in accordance with DNR timber and wildlife management
guidelines.

b. Game Management
The aspen regeneration dascribed above should be implemented. while hunting of deer 2nd small

game is permitted in the forest, any managerant techniguas for propacation of game species
must be consistent with the guidelines for the uniform land use classes applied to Point Beach.



¢c. Fish Management
Lake Michigan is managed for the trout and salmon fishery that was succassfully tntroduces in
1863. Fishing for these species is papular alang the :iike Michigcan snoreline ang usars of
Point Beach can readily participate in this activity. Tnzre is also a commercial fisnery on
Lake Michigan centered around Manitowoc ana Twp Rivers.
There are no fish management proposals for Molash Creek. Any that are considered in tne
future must be consistent with tne land use class of the area in which it is oroposed.
Ogvelopment

The following are projects that will implement the goal and cbjectives of the forast and also
address the management problems and related concerns listed in Section [I of this document.

a.

Areas being damaged by off-road use of trail bikes and four wheel drive vehicles should be
posted with the regulations and periodically patrolled to eliminate the problem. GCther
actions may also be required to 1imit accass to these venicles.

Oevelop, if possible, a bicycle trail linking the forest with the City of Two Rivers. The
route snould paralle] Sandy 8ay Road at the shoulder. A paved shoulder having a solid yellow
separating stripe shouid be used. ODevelopment of this trail must De coordinated with plans
for rebuilding the road, lowered speed limits and the Cesianation of Sandy Say Roaa as a part
of Wisconsin's Rustic Road program. Signs designating the route would further ada to safety.
Funds are sometimes available to locai units of gavernment for bike trails but no funds are
available to ONR at this time., Psarhaps these funds could be usad for bike trail development
in conjunction with a road rebuilding project.

Because af the high percolation rate and shallow groundwater conditions in many locations it
will be difficult to develop shower or flush toilet facilities in the forest. A search for
acceptable conditions and locations will continue to be conducted.

Develop a holding tank with pumpout capacity if a safe disposal site cannot be found. Remots
septic system sites will be explored. Sewage would Se pumped to the ramote septic system or
flow to it by force of gravity.

Expansion of the tent/trailer campground will not be undertaken nor will the number of sites
exceed the current level of 137. Emphasis will be placed on upgrading and enhancing the
existing sites.

Beach and dune erosion by the lake need only be ¢ontrolled where such arcsion threatens a
major developed facility such as the lodge 2nd concession duilding. A rock ridrap project
designed by the U.S. Army Corps of Zngineers was installed recantly to protect the lodge
building. It is not likely that other areas in the forest will need sucn protecticn. DOunes
that are reroved during high-water cyclas of the lake will return naturally during the ¢oming
low water phase.

Areas whare wind erasion and transport are a problem snould de investigated for the potantial
of establishing vegetative windoresks or shelterbelts.

The need for a new fgrest headquartars administrative building and sub-area office is
described in the management problems and related concerns section. An example of such a
byilding can be viewed at Kartman Creek State Park in Waupaca County. This 2,083 square foot
structyre sarves as the primary control point and sales area far the park, park administrative
office and office space for the area warden, forester, fcrest technician, game manager and
game technician. A similar building shauld be designed and erected at Fsint Seach State
Forest that will provide office space for the forest staff, area warden, fish manager and game
manager. Oevelopment funding could come from engineering administrative facilities funds.
Operations cost could be handled by a charge back based on work space requirements for each
function using the building., Special consideration will be given to sewage disposal for this
facility in view of the gifficult soil conditions.

The old forest headquarters building will e ret2ined for additional office space or for
wnatever uses as may be getermined at a later date. The mchile home presently used as
auxiliary office space would be removed frem the site.

To complement such an installation the rcad natwork entering the forest should be redesigned
for maximum efficiency of traffic flow.
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tnergy conservation wiil be mere critical as tne plan duraticn (10 years) procress
grastic changes in recreation facilitieg should be made uniess a greal znergy rela
be documented. The best poiicy is one of observation over Several years time.

A1l new structures should be heavily insulated and old structures re-insulazted zng sealed t¢
assure thermal efficiency. Alternate energy appiications should be 2xplored in every
conceivable situation. These include gasohol in forest vehicles, muiti-fuel furnaces, solar
and wind generaticn,

wherever possible standard sized pickups and vans sheuld oe repiaced by light-utility-venicles
and Cushman-type trucksters,

J. A boat access on Lake Michigan will be established for small hand-carried boats if feasible.
Number of potential users, cost, safety will be 2dcressed before undertaking. 1f user
potential or demand is low for small car top boats or cost is high, the project may not occur.

1. Snowmobile access to Point Beach will be limited to a pass-through trail which may be provided
by Manitowoc County or 2 snowmobile club. (See Appendix A)

Three miles of the abandoned seven mile loop snowmobile trail within the forest has been
converted to a cross country ski trail.

1. The existing outdoor group camp should continue to operate, with the usual maintenance and
repair necessary to keep it in good order.

m. The indoor group camp is in need of a general repair and maintenance effort. The facility
will be upgraded, but not expanded.

Timetable

The land acquisition and land use classification changes described in the previous section will be
implemented immediately upon approval of the master plan.

The development projects and actions listed are scheduled bSelow. This is a guide for budget
planning.

Phase |

Begin posting and extra patrol areas of being damaged by off-road use of trail bikes and four
wheel drive vehicies.

Segin implementing energy conservation.

Perfarm small boat access feasibility study.

Construct bicycle trail.

Construct holding tank pumpout station contingent on safe-economical disposal.
Phase I1

Review forest road network and make appropriate changes.

Establish wind erosion protection near the developed use areas.

Construct new office building/contact station/sub area office.

Continuously upgrade tent/trailer campsites.

Estimated Development, Management and Operations Costs (1981 Dollars)

a.

Development
Posting against QRV abuse - $ 200
Construct bicycle trail - $ 7,500



New office/headquarters - $14G,00C

Establisn wing ercsion ¢ontrols - $_ 2,500

Total - $150,200

Note: Ihe cost estanlisned are estimates conly and will be updatea as necessary in tne
uture,

Management and Operations

Tne 1980-81 fiscal year Point Beach State Forest bucget is as follows:

Parmanent Salaries $ 49,877 (3.00 FTE)
LTE Salaries 23,800
Services and supplies (2000-3000 accaunt) 37,300

Permanent property (4000 account) 3,000

$113,977
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FORM 2800-8 Scientific Area No. 87

Wisconsin Scientific Areas Preservation Council
Scientific or Natural Area Report

Name of Area Point Beach Ridges Inspection Date August, 1969

Quarter NE County Manitowoc Twsp. <ON Range 25E Sections 31, 32

Boundaries and acreage of Part of the NW 1/4, Section 32 and E 1/2 NE 1/4 31 east of the

proposed or established d, Tot size 175 acres.
area and buffer

Access to area From the town road 1 mile northeast of Two Rivers walk east into area,
which lies 3/4 mile south of Molash Creek.

Description of area: Outstanding features, primary and secondary biotic communities,
dominants, understory and rare species, topography, soils, geology and archeology.

Point Beach Ridges features a topography of 1l alternating ridges and swales paralleling

the present Leke Michigan beach. Except for a strip of dunes and beach along the lake,

the area is forested with a variety of conifers and hardwoods. A range of successional
stages is exhibited, varying from shifting sand to open swales and wooded ridges. The ninth
ridge from Lake Michi has white pine, hemlock, white cedar and yellow birch, while

ridges 8 to 5 have more red maple and white birch. Hemlock reproduction is common on ridge
5. The transition continues eastward to a sandier, drier and sunnier environment to the
east of ridge 2, stabilized by junipers, bearberry and a host of sand plants. Ridge 1 and

the sand beach east of it are vegetated with the unique and specialized flora of coastal
beaches, undisturbed examples of which are scarce.

History of land use and limiting factors This designed to supplement the
i t s < i 1St 8 < B 5 A 1S € - T ! .

Administrative information: Landowner and administrator, existing and proposed management,
degree of scientific, educational and recreational use of area, adjacent lands and
compatibility. Area within Point Beach State Forest, Bureau of Parks and Recreation.

Surrounding park lands sustain public use from campers, picnickers and hikers. A group

camping area is located to the north. More than 1/4 mile separates area from Two Rivers
to the south.

Reference information: person recommending area, references, quadrangle and other publica-
tions and date of action taken toward designation of area. Recommended by Bill Tans and

Bob Peet. See State Forest folder and Manitowoc 15' Quadrangle. Accepted as the 87th
scientific area on February 25, 1971.

Report by: Bill Tans Date: March, 1971

mr

2/27/T4
FIGURE 7
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N . Scientific Area No. _ 2k

Wisconsin Scientific Arecas Preservation Council
Scientific or Natural Area Report

Name of Area Wilderness Ridge Inspection Date

Quarter yr  County ianitowoe Twop. 20N Renge psp Sections i6

-

Boundaries and acreage of Scientific area of aporoxirately 8 acres consisting of 4o
proposed or established rervendicular 686-7cot wide transects, the north-souta 2rm
area and buffer, in NE: IWE 16, and the east-west transect.runs oetween the
park road and the beach across the center Ws section 16.
Access to area Between lLake llichigan on the east and Sandy Bey Road on tae vest.
Wilderness Ridze is one of several varallel ridges and is locatsd
south of east-west vark road in lEE NW: Section 16.

Description of areca: Outstanding features, primary and secondary biotic communities,
donminants, understory, and rare species. Topography, soils, geology and
archeology. The scientific area is located on the abandoned beach line of Iake

Michican and consists of a transect along Wildermess Ridge and a transect acrosg the

-

ridsze-svwale tovography. The ridge has white vine and mixed hardwoods with zareas o

nemlock.

Center line of transect is rmarked with blue posts, exterior line by white nog

North end of N-S transect is 526 feet east of monument.

References: (1) Henson, Lowell "The Origin of the Point Beach Ridges" Wisconsin
Conservation Bulletin, Sept. 1949. (2) Sister Julia Marie Van Denack "An Fcolozical
Analysis of the Sand Dune Complex in Point Beach State Forest, Two Rivers, Wisconsin.'

PhD Thesis, 1061,

History of land use and limiting factors: Because of area's srall size, heaw trail

2se on Wilderness Ridee, arpchery rance and firewood cutting in adiscent suoocad fwacdg
a supplementary area of 175 acres in sections 31 & 32 was established in 1971.

Administrative information: Landowner, administrator, existing and proposed manage-~
ment. Degree of scientific, educational and recreational uss of the area, adjacent
lands; snd compatibility., O.med by Department of Natural Resources - within

. Point Beach State Forest, managed by Bureau Parks & Recreation.

See scientific area No. 71 - Point Beach Ridges - for additional informatdion.

Person reccmmending erea; supporting information end references, including quadrangls,
other maps and publications. Also, dates of action token toward designation of
area. Recormended by John T. Curtis. Established ss 2Uth scientific area.

Noverber 7, 1953. See Manitowoc Quadrangle, State Park Map and brochure, PEL plant
list. '

Réport by: Bill Tans ' Date: March 1071

Rev. 7/70
' FIGURE 7
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Section 1! - Support Date

A. Background Informatioca

1.

Reqional Context

Point Beach State Forest is located in east central Wisconsin on the shores of Lake ¥ichigan. !
is immediately north of the City of Two Rivers, Manitowoc County. The 2,838 zcre forest is ahou
6.5 miles lcng and 1.5 miles wide, lying parallel to the lakesnhore. The site is almost entirely
wooced, while the surrounding countryside is devcted to agriculture. The property is situated on &

prominent point of land xnown as Rawley Point, jutting out into Lake Michigan.

-
9

Point Beach is directly accessible from both the ncrth and south via County Trunk Hignway {CTH)
"0". CTH "0" intersects in the south with State Trunk Highway (STH) 42 in Two Rivers anc¢ to the
north with STH 177. The principal routes intc the area from other regions are: USH 151 serving
the Madison area and the southwestern part of the state, USH 10 serving the Fox River Valley and
central Wisconsin, [-43 serves the Green Bay area as well as Milwaukee an¢ the other larce
population centers of the soutnern Lake Michigan shoreline, and STH 42 serves tne cities of
Manitowoc and Two Rivers and the northern Lake Michigan shoreitne.

A car-ferry serves as a link across Lake Michigan completing the U.S. 10 route between *anitowoc,
Wisconsin and Ludington, Michigan. The nearest air terminal is at Manitewoc and rail sicings are
available at Two Rivers. Both Manitowoc and Two Rivers have harbors capadble of handling Lake
Michigan shipping trade.

Major population centers having reasonable surface travel access to Point Beach are:

Name Population Distance
Appleton 57,000 51 Miles
Fond du Lac 36,000 60 Miles
Green Bay 90,000 44 Miles
Madison 170,000 125 Miles
Manitowoc 34,000 6 Miles
Milwaukee (County) 1,054,000 85 Miles
Oshkosh 53,000 65 Miles
Sneboygan 49,000 - 31 Miles
Two Rivers 14,000 .5 Miles

Other nearby oublic recreation areas include parks of the Manitowoc County Park System. These
consist of three major parks, Lower Cato Falls, Cherney Maribel Caves, Walla Hi and five szecial
purpcse parks, Horseshoe Lake, Silver Lake, Hika, Two Creeks and Long Lake. Manitowoc County alsc
provides thirteen lake accesses. A major Public Hunting Ground - Cellins Marsh is ‘ocated 11
miles east of Manitowoc. Three others - Killsnake, New Holsteirn and Brillion Marsh ere loczted in
nearby Calumet County. John M. Konler-Terry Andrae State Farks are located about 30 miles south,
near Shebcygan on Lake Michigan. Two other state facilities - Kettle Moraine Nortnern Unit State
Forest and C1d Wade House historic site are both about 30 miles southwest.

One unit of the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve is planned for a site 7 miles north of Point
Beach. The site is designated as the "Two Creeks Buried Farest" because it is an excellent example
of an ancient forest that became embedded in glacial silts and clays about 11,850 years 2go. Bank
erosion has exposed scme of the buried trees.

Two other nearby Ice Age units, the Campbellsport Drumlins and the Sheboygan Marsh, are also
planned.

History of the Area

The earliest archaelogical evidence of prehistoric occupation in Manitowoc County dates to the 01d
Copger culture (30C0-10C0 B.C.). Indians during this period made tools, weapons anc ornaments of
ccoper imported frcm the ccpger fields near Lake Superior.

From about 800-1600 A.0. Indian culture was widespread in the area. The wcodland culture
prevailed, with dwellings made of skins or bark over s2pling poles. Hunting, fishing ano scre
agriculture provided 2 subsistence living. Many historic Indian tribes are known to have resices
in the area, including the Potcwatomi, Mzncrinee, Ottewa, Chippewa, Miami, Huron and winnebaszo.
Life for the tribes centered around rivers and marshes as food rescurces. This is kncwn hecause of
the recovery of nurerous artifacts anc campsite rerains near these areas.



when fur tragers arrived in the region in 1760 the Incians immecialely hecame dependent on them,
In the 1790's, a frenchman namea Jeques Vizau came tz tne are2 and se% up a series af traging
posts. He mage his residence narthwest of Paint Beach in what is now the Town of Gibscn.

The marxet far teaver pelts was ¢windiing about the time permanant wnite settlers Zegan arriving.
By 1636 the lurper industry and commercidl fisning began fo provide an accnemic base. Tannaries
flourished because of a ready Supply of hemlock trees for making tanbark. when Two Rivers was
founded business activity centered around these activities and the shipbuilding trade,

The point of land occupied now by the State Forest was originally cwned by Peter Rowley who built a
nome and trading post there when he arrived about 1835. when the Rowley family moved from the sits
some years later, a government lignthouse was erected on their land. This was done because of
industrial gevelcpment and a subsequent ingrease in Great Lakes shipping. Reowley Point was known
as a treacherous area for shipwrecks, having claimed 26 vessels until the lignthouse was built,

The arigiral structure was a masonry tower attached to a lightkeeper's dwelling, The steel tower
that now houses the light was erectea in 1894 after being shipped from the Columbian Exposition in
Chicago, wnerz it had bean on display. This light {now elactrically powered) remains in service,
cperated by the U.S. Coast Guard. The name of the site has been siurred by time and casual usage
so that the official geographic name is now Rawley Point. The Coast Guard installation is known
as: Light Station Rawley Point.

Historv of the State Forest

Acguisition of land began in 1937 with a tract of land from the Y.S. Government and has continued
until the present time. A great deal of interest has Seen taken in the oroject by local
conservation and environmental groups ever since the beginning. Hallmarks in the develcpment of
the forest include the construction of the lodge/concessicn ouilding ang ranger station.

Originally the forest was managed primarily for silviculturail purposes, but as recreationai damanas
were nlaced on the property, recreation and education Yecame the main function.

fxisting Land Use Precadants and Nesianations

Point Beach has several officially recognized land use designations, and saveral that exist
primarily because of changing conditions over the years. Formally, the property is a State Forest,
but it also functions as a racreation area. The forestry designation affects the praservation of a
unique ecolegical situation (the forested ridges and swales) rather than wood production.

Other special betanical conditions are protected by two parts of the property designated as State
Scientific Arsas (Figure 7). Wilderness Ridge {(site #24) is 8 acres in size, consists of two 66'
wide transects cressing a ridge wooded with wnite pine, hemlock and hardwoods, and & proncunced
axample of the ridge-and-swale tcpograpny typical to the area. "Pcint 3each Riages” (site =87) is
178 acres in size and preserves a large tract of prime riage-ind-swale topograpny plus 2 bezch and
dunes with specialized flora characteristic of undisturbeo ccastal peaches.

Within the forest irmediately south of the superintendent's office is the federally-owned land on
wnich Light Station Rawiey Point is located. The lighthouse and other huildings occuoy the 9.56
acre site. Although the property is not state-cwned it is quasi-public and attracts many tourists
each year.

It is 2 generally accepted concept that fintensive recreational develogment be limited to the ares
north of the lighthouse, and that south of the lighthouse the land will he ieft undisturted. This
has been expressed in writing several times in correspondence tetween the Conservation Oepartment
(ONR) and various local conservation groups in Manitowoc County. Iintensive racreation areas
include three picnic areas, the lodge/cancession building, swizming beach and the campground. The
ranger station and service area, and the grcup camp are two other recognized areas of special use.

An area 1,700 acres in size encompassing all of the forest east of Sandy Bay Road has been
recormended as the “Point Beach Archasclogical District™ by the State Mistorical Society. The
proposed "District® contains twelve specific documented arcnaeological sites ranging from ancient
burial sites to campsites and villages. Uncer this cesigration the area will receive limited
protection from encroachment by faceral ind state develcpment projects. The State Historical
Society has determinad that the area is also zligidle for inclusion in the Kational Register of
Historic Places.
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Existing Management and Development

Currently Point Beach is providing multi-season day use and overnight faciiities. The biggest
attraction is the Lake Michigan shoreline with its sana beaches. Many people come to picnic and
swim particularly when the inland air temperatures are high. Ueveloped camping and picnic areas
are provided as well as group camping for organized groups. A compination shelter building,
concession stand and bathhouse overlooks the lake. A detailed list of facilities includes:

Picnic Areas - 6 Acres
Picnic Tables - 86
Grills - 39
Shelters - 1
Beach - 5,050 Linear Feet
Parking Stalls - 247
Nature Trail - 1 Mile
Hiking Trail - 7 Miles
Snowmobile Trail - 2 3/4 Miles
Ski Trail - 10 Miles
Campsites - 137
Indoor Group Camp

Capacity - 18
Qutdoor Group Camp

Capacity - S0
Miles of Road - 12 Miles

Resource Caocabilities and Inventory

1.

Landscape Configuration

The naming of Point Beach originates from the manner in which the land juts out into Lake
Michigan. The coastal shape is not particularly evident to the person standing on the beach,
however, when viewed from the air or from farther out at sea the point is very prominent.

Tre topography of the site is characterized by a series of parallel sand ridges. Between these
ridges are intermittently wet swales. Their general arrangement is parallel to the lakeshore in a
band about 1/4 mile wide. These ridges run the length of the forest prcperty. Theories attempting
to explain the origin of the ridges range from post-glacial elastic rebound to falling lake

levels. Whatever their origin, the significance is in the wide range of plant species present.

Along the present-day beach there exists a band of wind-created sand dunes. There are also some
dunes west of the ridges. Two large areas of cedar swamp are located in the narth half of the
forest.

Soils

The soil of Point Beach is predominently sand. Beach sand makes up most of the site with finer
sands (light enough to be wind-transported) meking up the dunes that are present. Where there is
forest cover, the ground layer is covered with deccmposing leaf litter forming a thin layer of
loamy sand. Below is pure sand. In the swales an accumulation of organic matter has formed a
layer of muck of substantial depth. The same applies to the cedar swamp areas.

Geology and Minerals

Seneath the layer of sand at Point Beach lies the Niagara limestone layer. This bedrock is the
same one wnose exposed western edge forms the Niagara Escarpment in Wisconsin. The limestone layer
tilts to the east under Lake Michigan and rises again in the eastern U.S.. The entire formation is
generally shaped like a shallow bowl.

Hineral resources associated with this layer are not common except that the rock itself is widely
used as a construction material. Some grades are quarried and crushed for roadbed gravel. Others
are quarried in large blocks for use in riprapping and breakwater construction. Some limestone is
also processed in kilns for use in mortar and for agricultural fertilizers. There are numerous
quarries in the region.
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Surfage waters

The major surface water feature of the site is Laxe Michigan. [t is & medium-narcd water lake wilh
3 maximum deptn in Manitowoc County waters of 71¢& feet. Cevond the 1mmadiate nsagnh, clay, sand,
gravel angd rock are the littoral materials. The average elevation of tne watar syrface is %20 feet
above sea level,

Molash Creek (historically known as Molasses Creek) is a smal) tributary to Lake Michigan
originating in the soutnwest corner of the Town of Two Creexs as 2 series of intermittent surface
drainage feeders. Adjoining wetlands of aver 535 acres feed tne system. The [reek's total length
s 3.5 mijes and surface area is 3.5 acres giving an average widtnh of §.25 feet.

Vecetation

The farest cover of Point Beach consists of northern hardwood species, wnite pine, red pine,
hemlock, white cedar, yellow birch and wnite birch. Hemlock, bircn and red maple are the mare
caommon trees occurring there. Red cak and black cherry are also present.

Most of the trees at Point Seach are second-growth since the entire are2 was heavily logged
beginning in 1836. There are saveral rad pine plantations that werz planted in the 1930's and
40's. These were intended to stabilize scme of the blowing and drifting sand that plagued visitcrs
and road maintenance crews. Except for thinning of these plantations there has been nc
silviculture practicad on the sita,

A wide variety of other plant species exists at Point Seach due to the diversity of habitat on the
site. Each micro-environment such as sand beach, dunes, forest, acandoned field, open wetland or
farested ridge has a different plant cormunity associated with it. The ricdge-and-swale area has 2
particularly rich diversity of plant 1ife and contains many of the less-cammon wildflcwers
including trailing arbutus and native orchids.

The Lake Michigan beach and Tew dunes within Point Beach State Forest has the distinction of being
one of the three major dune complexes in the state. Due to a particularly harsh environment plants
of the beach and dunes communities have some very specific adaptations. Those plant commynities
next to the beach are especially fragile and highly subject to trampling damacge.

Secause the total habitat of this relatively unique flora is small and many a2reas have been altered
by cevelcpment, two plant species restrictad to the beaches and dunes have been recognized as
threatened or endangered in Wisconsin. These species are Sand Dune Willow (Salix cordata)
(andangered) and Dure Thistle (Cirsium pitcheri) (threatened). Thick Spike Wheat Grass (Agropyren
dasvstachum) and Clustered Broom-rape (Urooanche fasiculata) are both recommended for threatened
status.

Cther species found in the dune nabitat are Sand Feed {Calamovilfa loncifglia var. macna), Seach
Pea {Lathvrus jasonicus) and 3each Grass (Amwophila breviiiouiata;.

To maintain these unique beach and dune plants in their ratural condition within the forest, al)
potential managament and develcpment impacts will be carefully examired.

aildlife

wshitetail deer are plentiful within the forest and can frequently be seen in the morning and
evening hours along the hiking trails and roads. Many small marmals inhabit the erea inciuding red
fox, gray squirrel, cottontail rabbit, raccoon, skunk, porcupine and chipmunk.

No endangered or threatened species are known to exist at Point Beach State Forest, however,
endangersd/threatened migrant species such as osprey, peregrine, ccrron tern, Cogper’'s hawk and
red-shouldersd hawk are pessible visitors. The Cogper's hawk and red-shouldered hawk could be
present as nestars. Of the reptiles and amohibians, spotted salamanders (threatened) and wood
turtles {endangered) may exist in the forest. Intensive surveys (not planned at this time) would
be necessary to determine presence and significance.

There are many varieties of resident and transient birds that inhabit the forest and the
shcreline, Gccasionally great blue herons can be seen along “olash Creek. Geme birg species that
inkabit the site include waterfowl (mallards, wood duck and te2l), woodcock, sheéasant, ruffed
grouse and Hungarian partridge.

Secause of the wetland envircn—eat there is an 2hundange of -asquitoes at Point Zeach. This
leng-«ncwn fact pro~pted the writing ¢f University of Wisconsin fesearch fesort #32 entitled
"Magouitcogs of Point Ceacn State Ferest.® There are 27 ssecies of mescuito found in the ferest.
Their presence has an obvious imgact on recrsation. As the rasearch regort statss: “Sy mid-June
the 22uit ~osquito pepulation is sc great that niking or trails throughout the Forest Saccres
rearly intclerasle unless a receijent is used.®
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Fishery

Fishes associated with Point Beach occur in two different areas. Molash Creer nhas a fighery
consisting ordinarily of northern pike and forage minnows. On a seasonal basis smelt and suckers
use tne creek as a spawning site. Trout and salmon also run tne stream curing sgring anc faill.

The Lake Michigan fishery in the vicinity of Point Seach has changed dramatically in the last few
years. Prior to the successful introduction of brook, brown and rainbcw trout and cono and king
salmon, the yellow perch was the main sport fish. Since the 1963 introduction of trout and salmen,
fishing has created 2 tourism hoom all along the Lake Michigan shoreline. Point Beach is a pepular
Tocation for fishing and some people coming to fish stay in the campaoround. Peoole visiting the
forest generally oarticipate by wading from shore and casting although motor trolling for trout and
salmon is very productive and popular. There is also a commercial fishery centered around
Manitowoc and Two Rivers with lake whitefish, smelt, chub and alewife the main species narvestad.

It is not known if endangered or threatened fish species are present. As funds permit, a compiete
biological inventory should be conducted to gain information about the fishery and all other wild
plant and animal populations in the forest.

Historical and Archaeoiogical Features

Light Station Rawley Point, as described earlier, is the most visible historic feature of the
forest.

Much less visible, but more significant probably, is the wealth of archaeological materials
associated with the site. The recommendation for the Point Seach Archaeological District was made
because of this factor., The District 'is significant tecause it contains valuatle information on
three research topics that are vital to understanding the archaeclogical history of Manitcwoc
County. The three topics, excerpted from the state nomination documents, are as follows:

a. The nature of coastal settlement patterns during the Late Archaic and Woodland periods.
Investigations which would define the ways in which the lakeshore and beach ridge complex were
utilized in prenistory could provide the first gcod insight into prehistoric economic patterns
in this area.- Direct comparisons could be made to better known areas to the west (Fox Valley)
and north (Ooor Peninsula and Green Bay islands) in order to better understand the particular
effects that the lakeshore and beach ridge environment had on human ecology during various
periods.

b. The existence of horizontally stratified occupation sequences on the beach ridges. Although
documented for such coastal areas as western Alaska, this phenomenon is not known to exist in
the Lake Michigan area. As very few undisturted beach ridge complexes remain, this district
gains significance as an area in which the existence of horizontal beach ridge stratigraphy
could be investigated. The Archaic remains at the Molash Creek site have alrsady gained
importance because of their relation to former lake levels (Quimby 1960). The possibility
also exists for geomorphological study of the later Wocdland occupations, as suggested by a
preliminary report on a beach ridge complex to the south (Freeman 1974).

¢. Historic archaeology and trading patterns. The historic period in eastern Wisconsin is pooriy
known archaeologically, and indications are that sites within this district can add
information on the nature and distribution of historic settlements on the laceshore. Patterns
of trade could be examined in particular detail, in 1ight of the reported abundance of trade
goods. The Silver Creek Campsite (Mn-265) would be especiaily well suited to this sort of
study.

Land Use Classification

In accordance with the Department's Land Use Classification System, lands within the forest are
classified as: Public Use Natural Area (N), Intensive Recreation Development (IRD), Scientific
Area (S), Resource Development (RD;) and Administrative Area (ADj). The location of these
areas is shown on the map in Figure 6.

Pubiic Use Natural Area accounts for about 2,290 acres of forest lands. These are relatively
undisturbed natural arzas that can be enjoyed by the public for general nature study, education and
aesthetic appreciation, under certain restrictions, without threat of destruction. Timter harvest
or manipulation is prohibited except salvage may be carried cut in case of a natural disaster such
as a tornado or ice storm.
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TwG nundrec ninety acras devoted L0 Camparounds, N1CHIC areas, L&ach, 1ncuor Sryup £iMC $nAC 0uldoor
group camp are desianaten as Intensive Fecreation (evelopment. A 100 foot wice sncwnchiie traid
corrigor is also ciassified as IRD. Figure 6 snows the trail location.

Two areas totaling 183 acres are classified as Scientific Area. Wilcerness Ridge isite 224) is 8
acres in size. [t consists cf two 66' wide transects crossing a ridge wocdecd witn wnite pine,
nemlock and narcwoods, and a pronounced exampie of the ricge-2ng-swaie tapograohy tysical o the
area. “Point Beach Ricdges" {site #87) is 175 acres in size and preserves 2 large tract of prime
ridge-and-swale tcpography plus a beach and dunes with speciaiized flors characteristics of
undisturted coastal ogeacnes.

Two Rasourcs Development areas totaling aporcximateiy 65 acres are planned. Cne area is acdjacent
tc Molash Creek and the other is in the extreme north part of the farest. The areas are asgen
monotypes whicn grovide habitat for ruffed grouse ang other wildlife., To perpetuate this mgnotype,
a partial harvest of the aspen on a rotation basis will be implemented.

An area about ten acres in size immediately surrounding the ranger station, shop-storage buiiding
and entrance road ccmplex is designated as Administrative Area.

anagement Problams and Related (cncerns

A list of management prcblems and concerns with a short axplanation of each follows. [t
those which can be addressed mainly by physical changes dictated in tne mastsr plan. (Ot

tems listed are
ne= problems can

test be solved tnrougn operational changes.

1.

Preservation of Unigue Site Resourcas

Several areas of concern need attention, including vegetative management, archaeolegical artifacts
and landform features. Threats to these resourcas come in the form of unwise or non-existent
timper management, relic hunters, firewood scavencers and the potential of intensive development in
sensitive areas.

Unauthorized Off-Road-Vehicle Use

Some of the sand arzas of the forest present a temptation to 4-WD and trailbike users. Camage is
resulting from this type of abuse.

Bicycle Trail Between Point Beach and Two Rivers

There is an increasing need for a bicycle trail ccnnecting the forest with the cormunity of
Two Rivers.

Sewage Disoosal Preoblems

The soils of Point Beach are primarily sand which ordinarily would be wall suited to jercolation
for soil assorbtion disposal systams. Howaver, the high water table in the area makes this a
difficult problem for proper disposal. Thus far an area for sanitary cisposal has not been found.
Holding tank storage has been consicered and rejected temporarily due to cost of maintenance.

Sugcestions of Campercund Expansian

Occasionally requests are made for expansion of the tent/trailer campground.

Sand Erosion

Lake Michigan sometimes causes massive erosion of the lakeshore dunes. This occurs primarily
during times of high lake levels or as a result of severe storms. This natural action has %o be
seriously considered in the study of boat landings in the future. ;

Forest Office Building

Forest personnel (superintendent, secretary, and rangers) ars curreatly located im tne craw rocm in
the shop/storage building, remgving it from use as a field crew room. Visitors to the progerty
must cbtain stickers and information by finding this building. The sncn/stcrage Building is szrved
by 2 holding tank for sewage disposal which requires menthly purping since it was not intenced to
ba s0 heavily used.



Tratfic Circulation .

Tne forest office is part of the ranger station/service arez complex. Presently anvone needed L
the see the forest superintendent must drive to the ranger station from the admission boctn., It 1¢
not convenient to rcute traffic through the service area, Parking for tne public is also very
Timited.

Energv Conservation and Appropriate Technology

fuel supplies for recreational facilities may become scarce and probably will become expensive in
the near future. There will be a need to conserve all fuel resources and employ alternate means of
providing essential services. .

Lack of Boat Launching Facilities cr Fishing Access in the Forest

The lack of any type of lake access (other than pedestrian) has often been expressed. Many
fishermen desire to motor troil the area directly out from Rawley Foint and areas to the nortn, A
launching ramp is availabie three miles to the south at Two Rivers. There are no ramps to the
north until one reaches Kewaunee 20 miles away. Since the state owns such a long expanse o7
coastline opinions have been expressed that an access or launching ramp should be provided. The
answers to these questions as well as demand for boats will be included in the feasibility study
for a boat landing in the forest.

Recreation Needs and Justification

Since Point Beach State Forest has many established recreation facilities and several other existing
functions, the following organizaticnal method will be follcwed: Existing recreation mcdes and
developments will be discussed first, then proposed items resulting from the list of management problsms
and related concerns will be analyzed.

1.

Existing Recrzational Uses

a. Camping. The 137 tant/trailer camosites of Point Beach sustained 41,868 camper-days in 1930
(most recent data available). This type of camping has been relatively stable for the past
five yzars ranging from 36,000 to 49,000. The qeneral trend is a gradual increase in camping
use. Increases in camping capacity have been reguested by a ‘ocal Chamber of Commerce. No
doubt this would benefit the business community. However, the State Outdoor Racreation Plan
indicates an ample supply of daveloped caempsites in Planning Region 8. While this is not
enough to prevent campground expansion, there are pther factors that do. The main factor
against developing any new campground loops is the nature and significance of the landform.
The parallel beach ridces in one area were all but cbliteratad in order to construct the
existing units of the campground. Modern day environmental awareness cannot allow this to be
done again.

b. Picnicking. Point Beach has six acres of develaped picnic area distributed 2mong three
designated areas. There are many areas where people set up picnics such as along the beach
and on the sang gunes. The State Recreation Plan indicates a need for more picnic sites in
the region and it also notes that a high level of maintenance for these heavily used sites
will be necessary.

c. Swimming. Although Point Beach is richly supplied with shoreline - 5 miles of it - swimming
opportunities are limited to either very hardy persons or to days when the wind and currents
bring warm water onshore. On a regional basis there is an adequate and well distributed
?;gg1y of inland beaches and artificial pools capable of meeting projected demands througn

d. Ski Touring. There has been a rapid increase in the popularity of ski touring or cross
country skiing in the past 5 years. To meet demands for ski-trails ten miles of trail were
established. There are 2bout 114 kilometers of ski trail in Planning Region 8 now with a
projected need for additicnal trail. The exact amount is not predicted but increase in ski
touring popularity is expected to “"level off.* Increases are anticipated to be about 2% per
year.

e. Snowmobiling. This wintertime activity beczrme popular in the late 1960's. Participation
differs from nost other trail activities in that rural resicents are more likaly tc own ang
use snowrnobiles than urban. This is xnown from 2nalyzing srosmobile registrations. More than
ten years later tne soert is still pepular although growth has leveled-off.



Plannvng Azgron & hac 377.2 K of public trail in 1975, Ey 1990 tne projeclzC need 15 300ut
200 ¥ of trail. “anitcwoc County hes a County Snowmopile Plan. [t calls feor 130 miles
\240 K} of trail oy 1990 for Manitowoc County.

The sport has developed preferences for much more extensive trails. This is discussed in
getail in the Pubiic Input Summary in the apcendix.

f. Hiking and Nature Study. The type of hiking provideg oy most state parks ang forests consists
of trails providing cooortunizies for short hikes of from cne or two hours to a days worth.
There is always & demand for this type of facility and it often exists with or functions as 2
nature study trail. Oifferent ceccle view the same scenery in varying ways. Point 2each
currently has 7 miles of piking trail and a cne mile nature trail. No indicators of over-use
are present, so the system is judged to be adequate fer future neecs.

g. Hunting. Most of Point Eeach is open and will remain open to small and big game hunting just
as it has teen in tne past.

h. Fishing. The major needs in Region 8, as presanted in the State Sutdoor Recreation Plan,
center around hagitat improvement and pollution abatement. SCORP indicates bcating occasions
have risen since the last state-wide recreation plan from 15,400 to 18,000 occasions.

i.  Group Camping. Foint Beach has camping facilities designated 2specially for use Sy crganized
groups such as scouts, church aroups and other organized groups. The outdeor group camp can
accommodate up to 50 peopie and the indoor facility nas sieeping space for 18. This type of
activity has proven quite popular statewide and at Point Seach., The outgoor group camp nas
proven to be well utilized and is deemed adequate for the futuyre, The indoor group camp is in
need of repair and will te upgraded hut not expanded. The facility was used by 1,730 campers
in 1980. Use has been increasing.

J. Sight Seeing. Sight saeing by autcmobile is undoubtedly 2 sooular recreation activity that
takes place on the 12 miles of forest roads. Since SCCRP dces not address sight sesing
suppiy, need and demand data is not available for Planning Region 8.

ther Recreation Activities

a. Scuba-Qiving and Snorkeling. This activity is popular near every Great lakes port. The
adbundance of shizwrecks along the Lake Michigan coast make it particularly attractive. Point
Beach has several intaresting old shipwrecks located in relatively shallew water. The major
obstacle is that there is no practical way te launch 2 boat at Point 22ach. Since divers
oerdinarily do not care to swim more than 100 yards to a dive site a boat is often necessary.
There may be potential for enhancing the diving quality at Peint Beach. These pctantiais
should ce explored further.

b. Pleasure Soating {(Powered and Sail). Boating of all tyces con Lake Michigan is orianted Sy
necassity to larger craft. There are small fi snhing bcats that cperate near shcore during calm
weather. Launching, mocring and storage facilities are available at Two Rivers immediately to
the south of Point Seach. It has been suggested many times that since the OhR owns 5 miles of
lace frontage it shculd te willing to provide a launcning facility. The cemands for doth
Jarger boats and small craf{ will be a part of a future boat landing study.

¢. O0ff-Road-Vehicle (ORV) Recreation. This use includes 4-wheel drive jeeps and trucks, trail
bikes, mini-bikes and all-terrain venicles. A quantitative analysis of (2V needs and cemands
was not conducted as a part of the State Recreation Plan, so no numerical indicators are
avajlable for relating to Point Seach. In 2lmost every community there are gagple who
participate in one form or another in ORY use. This type of use is currently pronidited at
Point Seach for a number of reasons relating to resource protectiorn.

d. Horseback Riding. There are 33 K of existing publicly-owned horseback riding trails in
Planning Region 8. B8y 1390 it is projected that 70 K of trail will be needed. The needs
should be met by a corbination of public and private facilities. In the case of Point Beach -
horsetack riding is prohibited for reasons of resource protection.

e. Bicycling. whiie thare is nc existing bike trail within the forest, biking batween tne
antrance and the City of Two Rivers is pooular., The nead for 2 red.onal sixe trail system
relates to Foint 22ach in that the forest would prozably Se a major cestination.



F.

Alternatives and Analyses

This section of the Point Eeach Master Plan is intended to present major concept alternatives which
could be applied to the management and development of the property. Point Beach hes well estaplished
recreation and affords a good measure of resource protection. This has been incorporated inte the
discussion af alternatives which follows.

1. No Change - Status Quo

This alternative would provide that the property continue operating as it is now. Mo organized
attempt would be made to overcome the listed management problems and tnere would be little change
in the gegree of resource protection. Any development would be done as it became necessary cr
desirable, if and when funds became available.

Operation of any facility under this concept usually results in adequate performance for awhile.
This leaves the door open to the slcw development of problems that may be difficult to sclve
later. It also does not allow for adjustments in the management to reflect changing trends in
recreation or resource protection.

2. Modification to the Present Use and Managcement

This alternative recognizes the long-standing precedents that have been developed over the long
run. [t embodies the basic concepts of resource protection ang recraation that have proven to be
compatible, and it seeks to address the management problems and concerns, recr2ation and education
needs, and public interests that have been uncovered in the planning process. For the most part no
major new developments would be undertaken under this concapt, however improvements to or
replacements for developments may take place.

The major emphasis on resource protection with a secondary, but significant emphasis on recreation
and education would be continued without interruption.

3. Intense Jevejooment

An alternative involving additional develcpment to the forest could include a wide variety of
recreational pursuits. A reasonable statement of such an alternative would probably include such
items as an expanded family campground with electrical ngok-ups, flush toilets and showers.
Existing campsites would be upgraded with electricity. 2 pressurized water system and flush
toilets. Such uses as trail-bike riding and 4-wheel ¢~ .ve mud running could be instituted in the
cedar swamp 2reas. The inviting sand ridges could be stilized for bicycle or snowmobile trails.
Day use areas for picnicking could be expanded to the north of the existing shelter building.

These additions to Point Beach would probably be met with favor by many perscons. The pooularity of
the forest might increase significantly. The cost in terms of impact on the rescurce would te
heavy. Such an alternative cdemands that environmental standards and awareness be compromised to an
irresponsible degree. Recreation would become the main concern and resource protection would take
a secondary and expendable position,

Recommended Alternative °

Alternative 2, a modified approach to the existing use and management is recormended as the most
reasonable concept to employ at Point Beach. The successes of the past and the needs of the present and
future are considered wherever possible. It is unlikely that Point Beach has the caoacity to support
all known recreation modes without sustaining resource degradation. Whenever a choice has to be made
between the natural environment and recreation, the natural environment will have the benefit of higner
priority.






Appendix A
Public lnput Summary

On Novemper 1, 1979 a meeting to discuss the Goal and Objectives for Point Eeach State forest was held
at the Two Rivers City Hall., Those in attendance were representatives of various snowmobiie clubs,
several rod and gun clubs, Conservation Education, Inc., Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission,
Yanitowoc County Planning and Park Commission, Lakeshore Nordic Ski Club, Scil Conservation lervice,
Chamber of Commerce, and others. Department representatives were Les Neustadter, Larry Ketchbaw, Dick
Johnson, Bob Hummel, Jeff Pagels and Dan Rogers.

The meeting was convened and the purpose explained by Les heustadter. A short history of the forest was
given by Larry Ketchbaw and the Goal and Objectives statement was presented by Dan Rogers., There was
very 1ittle actual discussion or disagreement on any of the points until the issue of snowmobiles was
raised. t was obvious that this was the topic everyone wanted to expend their energy on: a proposal
to allow a snowmobile trail within the forest connecting the county-sanctioned trail terminating in the
northern area with the City of Two Rivers to the south.

Most of the discussion followed the classic lines of debate between snowmobile enthusiasts and
anti-snovmobilers.

The anti-snowmobilers - consisting mainly of cross country skiers and conservation cluo

representatives - presented the usual arguments against snowmobiles. These included noise, air

pollution, disturbance of animals in the forest, trespassing, deviation from trails ang unnecessary

gasoline consumption. Potential conflicts between snowmobilers and skiers were also mentioned as a
azard. :

The snowmobile enthusiasts were more objective in their arguments. They cited several factors
supporting their reguest including:

1. The need for a safe passage without travelling on the town road (Sandy Bay Road).
2. The fact that such a trail could form an important link in the county svstem.

3. The trends toward trail systems that allow longer travel routes, rather than the small loops
provided by the state.

4. An inability to secure any satisfactory alternate routes due to new subdivisions and certain
unwilling landowrers.

5. A willingness to compromise by going on forest property only as far as Molash Creek - thereby
eliminating any contact or threat to the State Scientific Area.

6. A willingness to see the existing loop trails aliminated or converted to ski-trail use.

7. The willingness and ability to establish and groom such a trail (eliminates a budget problem
for us).

Subsequently, a one-year land-use agreement allowing the development of a snowmobile trail in the forest
was arranged between the Two River Sno-Gulls, Inc. snowmobile club. This agreement has been extended
through the 1981-82 winter season with a compromise reached on crossing Molash Cresk and exiting the
forest about one-half mile further south.

Extension of the trail involves construction of a snowmobile trail bridge across molash Creek. Permits
needed for constructing the bridge have been applied for by the snowmobile club.

Consideration will be given toward establishing a more permanent trail under a long term agreement with
either a snowmobile club or the county.
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The State of Wisconsin

SCIENTIFIC AREAS PRESERVATION COUNCIL

Box 7921
Madison, Wisconsin 53707

May 26, 1981 IN REPLY REFER T0: 2300

Mr. Dave Weizenicker

Bureau of Parks and Recreation
Dept. of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 7921

Madison, WI 53707

Dear Dave:

We have reviewed the conceptual master plan for Point Beach State
Forest and find that the plan is well conceived and gives proper recog-
nition to the preservation of this important geological and botanical
site.

The landuse classification identifies the two scientific areas already
in existence. In addition, the classification of most of the remaining
undeveloped portions of the forest as "public use natural area" is an
appropriate classification for the Point Beach "ridges" National
Natural Landmark.

Cordially,

: )
- ‘{K'JW{Y

‘Forest Stearns
Chairman

Appendix B






me ‘Pl State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
gl

Carroll D. Besadny
Secretary

BOX 7921
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707

May 26, 1981

Mr. D. Weizenicker < MAY & ¢ 1381
Bureau of Parks & Recreation

Box 7421, DHR

Madison, WI 53707

Dear Mr. Weizenicker:

The Wild Resources Advisory Council wishes to congratulate the Point Beach
State Forest Master Plan Concept Element Task Force of Dan Rogers,

Larry Ketchbaw, Dan Olson, Lee Kernen, and J. Korotev for producing and
submitting a very credible document. 1PAC commends the Task Force for
expressing constant concern for the protection and maintenance of the
environnental quality.

Sincerely,

Hc««,mﬁ_‘
Henry W' Kolka, Chairperson

'Y11d Resources Advisory Council

Appendix B






General Review, Comments, and Recommendations
for the Point Beach State Forest Master Plan Concept Element
by the Yild Resources Advisory Council

General Review

The Wild Resources Advisory Council wishes to congratulate the Point Beach
State Forest Master Plan Concept Element Staff Force of Dan Rogers,

Larry Ketchbaw, Dan Olson, Lee Kernen, and J. Korotev for preparing a very
credible document considering the number of tensions and pressures exerted cn
the property. Basically, this property is an incredibly rare and most unique
piece of real estate; ecologically, geologically, and historically. It is
extremely sensitive to human overuse in some sections of the property. The
Task Force shows wisdom in delaying judgement on some proposed uses and
denying expansion of existing uses.

The WRAC is critical of the Task Force for the low emphasis made of
educational values and educational uses of the property. With so many urban
areas located near Point Beach State Forest, the numbers of people interested
in its natural assets is bound to be big and growing. The educational
investigation might range from insects to mammals in the animal categories and
cover plants and in the plant communities in the vegetation categories.

To meet this need the project area must have much more sophisticated 1lists of
its wildlife and plants.

Comments and Recommendations

1. Page 6: Goal

WRAC recommends that and education be inserted between the words
recreation and opportunities

2. Page 6: Objective (a) last line

WRAC considers the statement of "gradual conversion to natural vegetation"
as meaningless. The pine plantations were planted for a purpose. llhy not
reveal this purpose and live with it? The plantations may not be
indigenous but they are part of Wisconsin's forest management practice.
The Council suggests something of this nature: "Pine plantations should
be managed in a healthy vigorous condition with the ultimate end being
their gradual blending with the indigenous vegetation. (The underlined
segment is the Council’s suggested revision.)

3. Page 6: Objective b

Since the figures used involves people engaged in either or both
recreation and education, the WRAC suggests the insertion of and education
between recreation and facilities. ‘




10.

-2 -

Page 7: Third paragraph under land acquisition

Considering the escalating land costs and the present state of the
economy, WRAC does not support the sale of the 40 acres outside of
property borders. It could become another "no trespass" private block.
The Council would endorse trade.

Pages 7, 8, and top of 9: Land use c1as§ifications

From the point of view of the WRAC, we consider it an excellent pattern.
With the type of management suggested this unique environment has an
opportunity of maintaining its quality.

Page 9: Vegetation. First paragraph

Comment has already been made on the last sentence of this paragraph.
Refer to item 2 under Comments and Recommendations.

Page 10: paragraph (a) under Development

The containment of ORV's is of extra importance on this property mainly
because of terrain challenges and accessibility. Since the choice of the
area of abuse is generally the most fragile, strong enforcement becomes
very necessary. WRAC supports the staff's resolve.

Page 14: Item (k) of Development

WRAC wishes to cast its vote with the opposition on this issue.

Publically owned wild beaches along Lake Michigan are rare and limited and
should not be encroached upon by sport fishing interests. The Council
would encourage expansion of this service in the private sector.

Page 14: Item (1) of Development

This recreational component of Point Beach State Forest has been well
handled by the Task Force. It is definitely a favorable compromise
between County and State interests.

Page 15: Item (o) of Development

Considering the size of the property (about 4 1/2 square miles) and its
physiography of negative features, the WRAC discourages the development of
this service. It may be feasible on trial basis in some "mini"

situation. The Council does not think so.



11.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17

Page 16: Phase Il

WRAC has question on all three proposals.

1. The Council prefers no changes in the present forest road network.

2. The Council questions the establishment of wind erosion protection in
all areas outside of IRD sites.

3. The Council is sympathetic toward the proposed new construction. The
need is well outlined.

. Pages 21 and 22: History of the Area

The history of the area is well researched and excellently presented. The
Council's compliments.

Page 23: Second paragraph from top of page

WRAC recommends the insertion of and education between recreation and
became. In the Council's estimation the sentence would be closer to truth
if it ended "became the main function".

Pages 23 and 24: Existing Land Use Precedents and Designations

Beautifully handled. Council's compliments.

Pages 28, 29, and 30: Vegetation and Wildlife

These categories are adequately to excellently handled in part. However,
in other parts, they are woefully weak and even absent. To fully realize
a comfortable educational potential, WRAC recommends that all groups of
wildlife and plants be inventories as soon as possible.

Pages 31 and 32: Historical and Archaelogical Features

WRAC commends the Task Force in the treatment of this section.

Page 36: Lack of Boat Launching Facilities and Fishing Access in the
Forest

WRAC looks with disfavor on establishing a boat landing on the forest
property. In our opinion, this contemplated activity is not compatable
with the established goals and objectives of the property.
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18. Pages 41, 42, 43, and 44: Alternatives and Analysis

WRAC endorses the alternative number 2 and recommends that the HRB adopt
jt with these proposed minor modifications.

a. First paragraph. Insertion of and education between recreation and
needs.

b. Sec$gd paragraph. Insertion of and education between recreation and
would. -

19. The accompanying charts enclosed with the text are very well ckosen and
presented and coordinate successfully with the text.

Respectfully Submitted,

Moray Kotk

Henry W. Kolka, Chairperson
Wild Resources Advisory Council

HiK:RL:ud



STATE OF WISCONSIN

CORBESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

Date: July 7, 1981 File Ref: 2510

To: Richard Lindberg - PLN/6
From: D. L. Weizenicke2;}%;Z£/z/\/A
Subject:  WRAC Comments on Point Beach State Forest Master Plan

Qur Bureau's response to the Wild Resources Advisory Council comments and
recommendations on the Point Beach State Park Master Plan are as follows:

1. Page 6: Goal

WRAC recommends that and education be inserted between the words
recreation and opportunities.

Department Response:

The goal statement for Point Beach was revised per the Council's
recommendation.

2. Page 6: Objective (a) last line

WRAC considers the statement of "gradual conversion to natural vegetation"
as meaningless. The pine plantations were planted for a purpose. Why not
reveal this purpose and live with it? The plantations may not be
indigenous but they are part of Wisconsin's forest management practice.
The Council suggests something of this nature: "Pine plantations should
be managed in a healthy vigorous condition with the ultimate end being
their gradual blending with the indigenous vegetation. (The underlined
segment is the Council's suggested revision.)

Oepartment Response:

The statement on managing the existing pine plantations was reworded and
moved to the vegetation management section on page 9. As suggested, the
management objective will be primarily aimed toward eliminating the
“block" effect through proper cutting practices to make the plantations
more natural appearing.

3. Page 6: Objective b

Since the figures used involves people engaged in either or both
recreation and education, the WRAC suggests the insertion of and education
between recreation and facilities.

Appendix B
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To:

Richard Lindberg - July 7, 198} 2.

Department Response:
“and education" was inserted as suggested.

Page 7: Third paragraph under land acquisition

Considering the escalating land costs and the present state of the
economy, WRAC does not support the sale of the 40 acres outside of
property borders. It could become another "no trespass" private block.
The Council would endorse trade.

Department Response:

Trading the 40-acre parcel for private inholdings inside the forest
boundary would be our primary goal. However, if this opportunity does not
present itself, the parcel will be sold to simplify the boundary and make
the forest a more manageable unit.

Pages 7, 8, and top of 9: Land use classifications

From the point of view of the WRAC, we consider it an excellent pattern.
With the type of management suggested, this unique environment has an
opportunity of maintaining its quality.

Department Response:

We thank the Council's endorsement of the task force's choice of land use
classifications. :

Page 9: Vegetation. First paragraph

Comment has already been made on the last sentence of this paragraph.
Refer to item 2 under Comments and Recommendations.

Department Response:
Please refer to our response to item 2.

Page 10: paragraph (a) under Development

The containment of QRV's is of extra importance on this property mainly
because of terrain challenges and accessibility. Since the choice of the
area of abuse is generally the most fragile, strong enforcement becomes
very necessary. WRAC supports the staff's resolve.

Department Response:

So noted.

Page 14: Item (k) of Development

WRAC wishes to cast its vote with the opposition on this issue.
Publically owned wild beaches along Lake Michigan are rare and limited and



To:

10.

11.

Richard Lindberg - July 7, 1981 3.
should not be encroached upon by sport fishing interests. Tnhe Council
would encourage expansion of this service in the private sector.

Department Response:

If considered feasible, the proposed boat access will be located near an
established use area in the forest and will be for small hand carried
boats only. A concrete plank ramp will not be necessary nor will dredging

be required. The overall impact on the shoreline should be very slight.

Page 14: Item (1) of Development

This recreational component of Point Beach State Forest has been well
handled by the Task Force. It is definitely a favorable compromise
between County and State interests.

Uepartment Response:

We agree.

Page 15: Item (o) of Development

Considering the size of the property (about 4 1/2 square miles) and its
physiography of negative features, the WRAC discourages the development of
this service. It may be feasible on trial basis in some "mini"

situation. The Council does not think so.

Department Response:

According to the master plan, primitive camping will be allowed only if a
significant number of sites can be found that will cause little impact on
the environment and be far enough apart to provide a primitive camping
experience.

Page 16: Phase 11

WRAC has question on all three proposals.

1. The Council prefers no changes in the present forest road network.

2. The Council questions the establishment of wind erosion protection in
all areas outside of IRD sites.

3. The Council is sympathetic toward the propcsed new construction. The
need is well outlined.

Department Response:

1. Except for the entrance road revisions required for the proposed
office building/contact station, the only changes that may occur
through a review of the forest road network will be minor. They may
include safety improvements at intersections, and means to simplify
and improve traffic circulation patterns.
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

Richard Lindberg - July 7, 1981 4.

2. Vegetative windbreaks will be established only in areas where wind
erosion may be a problem near buildings, roads, or walkways, etc. It
is expected that this would be a very small scale project as the cost
is estimated at $2,500.

3. We appreciate the support of the Council for this new office/contact
station facility.

Pages 21 and 22: History of the Area

The history of the area is well researched and excellently presented. The
Council's compliments.

Department Response:
We thank the Council for the compliment.

Page 23: Second paragraph from top of page

WRAC recommends the insertion of and education between recreation and
became. In the Council's estimation, the sentence would be closer to
truth if it ended "became the main function."

Department Response:
This sentence was revised per the Council's recommendation.

Pages 23 and 24: Existing Land Use Precedents and Designations

Beautifully handled. Council's compliments.
Department Response:
We thank the Council for the compliment.

Pages 28, 29, and 30: Vegetation and Wildlife

These categories are adequately to excellently handled in part. However,
in other parts, they are woefully weak and even absent. To fully realize
a comfortable educational potential, WRAC recommends that all groups of
wildlife and plants be inventoried as soon as possible.

Department Response:

A paragraph will be added on page 31 (referring also to the fishery)
stating that "as funds permit a complete biological inventory should be
conducted to gain information about the fishery and all other wild plant
and animal populations in the forest."

Pages 31 and 32: Historical and Archaeological Features

WRAC commends the Task Force in the treatment of this section.
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19.

Richard Lindberg - July 7, 1981

Department Response:
We agree that this section was excellently done.

Page 36: Lack of Boat Launching Facilities and Fishing Access in the
rorest

WRAC Tooks with disfavor on establishing a boat landing on the forest
property. In our opinion, this contemplated activity is not compatible
with the established goals and objectives of the property.

Department Response:

Please refer to our response to item 8.

Pages 41, 42, 43, and 44: Alternatives and Analysis

WRAC endorses the alternative number 2 and recommends that the Natural
Resources Board adopt it with these proposed minor modifications.

a. First paragraph. Insertion of and education between recreation and
needs.

b. Second paragraph. Insertion of and education between recreation and
would.

Department Response:
“and education" was inserted as recommended.

The accompanying charts enclosed with the text are very well chosen and
presented and coordinate successfully with the text.

Department Response:

So noted.

Thank you for the Council's thorough review and helpful comments on the
Point Beach Master Plan. ‘

CC:

J. L. Treichel - P&R/4
D. J. Kulhanek - P&R/4
C. Higgs - Green Bay






